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Message from the President 
Dear Friends of UHV,

The University of Houston-Victoria had much to celebrate in 2016-2017. Our online annual 
report makes that information available to a wide audience and allows us to feature videos 
and highlights from the Nov. 7 President’s Annual Report & Excellence Awards event.
 
This is a pivotal time in UHV’s history as we reflect on our successes this past year 
and how we will work together to build on those in the future. Here are just a few of our 
highlights from 2016-2017:

	 •	 UHV announced that the new residence hall scheduled to open in fall 2019 in  
		  Victoria would be named after Don Smith, UHV provost emeritus and the  
		  university’s interim president four different times.
	 •	 The university celebrated its first full year at UHV Katy, which opened in fall 2016 to  
		  better meet the needs of Greater Houston residents.
	 •	 U.S. News & World Report ranked UHV second in the ethnic diversity of students  
		  among Texas regional universities. 
	 •	 We purchased 132,000 square feet of the former Town Plaza Mall in Victoria and  
		  were the recipients of a $1 million matching federal grant that will help renovate  
		  the area of the building that will house regional and community business  
		  development activities.
	 •	 Readers of the Katy Times newspaper voted UHV the Best College in Katy for the  
		  second year in a row.       
	 •	 UHV broke ground on University Commons, the university’s first student center.  
		  University Commons also will include a modern library and is set to open in fall  
		  2018.
	 •	 We planned and then began University College, our new academic home for  
		  freshmen and sophomores that helps them transition to college and prepares them  
		  for a successful future.
	 •	 The university signed agreements with both Lone Star College and Coastal Bend  
		  College to make it easier for community college students to earn an associate  
		  degree and then seamlessly transfer to UHV to earn a bachelor’s degree. 
	 •	 The President’s Regional Advisory Board raised more than $31,000 to create a new  
		  endowed scholarship to benefit economically disadvantaged UHV students.
	 •	 Numerous national organizations ranked UHV for our affordable and quality online  
		  degree programs. 

Because of the partnerships that were formed during the past year that led to the 
successes that will continue to occur in the future, our theme for the annual report is  
We Are UHV.

As you look through this website, be sure to view the short videos featuring students, 
faculty, alumni and community members talking about how UHV has impacted their 



lives. You also will see photos from the annual report dinner and videos of our special 
recognition award recipients. 
 
As I look at the changes UHV is undergoing, I am very thankful for the support we have 
from Victoria and the region. Without our students, faculty and staff, our generous donors 
and our supportive community, these accomplishments would not have been possible. 
Remember, We Are UHV, and we cannot be successful without you.
 
Sincerely,

R. Vic Morgan
President, University of Houston-Victoria



Academic Success is UHV
UHV’s three schools make up a main part of what the university is all about. Each year, 
new academic programs are started and improvements are made to better meet the 
needs of UHV’s students and the community. Here are some examples of 2016-2017 
achievements in UHV’s three schools:

School of Arts & Sciences	

	 •	 Three students earned a Specialist in School Psychology degree, the first specialist  
		  degree offered in the university’s 44-year history and the highest degree now  
		  offered by UHV. 
	 •	 The U.S. Department of Defense awarded UHV a $179,297 grant to expand research  
		  into robot-human interaction in virtual reality settings. It was the university’s third  
		  grant from the Department of Defense.
	 •	 Students participated in the university’s new honors track, which offers  
		  high-performing students an opportunity to work one-on-one with professors and  
		  delve further into course concepts through special projects and events.  
	 •	 Numerous ranking organizations recognized UHV degrees for their affordability,  
		  convenience and innovation. This included GetEducated.com, which ranked  
		  UHV No. 4 in its list of Best Buys for Online Bachelor’s in Psychology Degrees;  
		  AffordableColleges.com, which placed the university fifth in its list of Affordable  
		  Online English Degrees; and BestMastersinPsychology.com, which rated UHV’s  
		  three graduate psychology degrees sixth in its list of the Top 50 Best Online  
		  Master’s in Psychology Degree Programs. Other degree programs that achieved  
		  rankings included the Bachelor of Science in criminal justice, Bachelor of Applied  
		  Arts & Sciences in marketing, Bachelor of Arts in creative writing, Master of Fine  
		  Arts in creative writing and Master of Science in computer information systems. 

School of Business Administration

	 •	 UHV and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service collaborated to bring the Texas  
		  Rural Leadership Program to DeWitt County. The new leadership development  
		  program was designed to help DeWitt County residents identify and make the most  
		  of the county’s assets.
	 •	 Twenty-seven alumni participated in UHV’s Business Alumni Week, speaking to  
		  business classes in Victoria and Katy about how they have used their degrees to  
		  advance their careers. The speakers represented many business industries,  
		  including health care, financial services, marketing, accounting, entrepreneurial  
		  and information technology.
	 •	 Eighteen students each received a $2,000 scholarship to help pay for a two-week  
		  trip to China where they compared leadership management principals in that  
		  country and the U.S. The scholarships were made possible through a $600,000  
		  donation in 2013 from Chinese businessman Bingxin Wu and his wife, Shuqin Feng. 
	



•	 GetEducated.com ranked the Master of Business Administration eighth in the  
		  nation for its affordability and excellence as a degree program offered by a business  
		  school accredited by AACSB International - The Association to Advance Collegiate  
		  Schools of Business. The degree also was ranked 17th on TopManagementDegrees.com’s  
		  Top 50 Most Affordable Online MBA Programs list. The Bachelor of Business  
		  Administration was ranked 12th nationally by AffordableColleges.com, while the  
		  BBA in finance, management and marketing all were singled out for excellence by  
		  various ranking organizations.      

School of Education, Health Professions & Human Development

	 •	 UHV received a $300,601 two-year grant from the Texas Higher Education  
		  Coordinating Board to create the Allies Building Allied Health Pathways to Success  
		  program. The program encourages Victoria College and other community  
		  college students to transfer to UHV after they graduate to pursue a bachelor’s  
		  degree in health studies or kinesiology and eventually a master’s degree in clinical  
		  mental health counseling. The university also continued into the second year of a  
		  five-year $1.1 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education to fund tuition  
		  and other program expenses for students working toward a Master of Education in  
		  special education with an emphasis in autism.
	 •	 Students began taking several exciting, new degree concentrations offered  
		  at the university. These included exercise and sports science, pre-allied health  
		  and sports management concentrations in the Bachelor of Science in kinesiology,  
		  and a concentration in English as a Second Language/Teachers of English to  
		  Speakers of Other Languages as part of the Master of Education in curriculum  
		  and instruction. The university also announced that it would begin offering a  
		  Dyslexia Education Certificate to students in spring 2018. 
	 •	 The university encouraged students to read by putting on two Building Literacy in  
		  the Community events in Victoria; starting a UHV Reading Center to help  
		  undergraduate students learn reading strategies; and creating a traveling  
		  bookmobile in Katy through a $4,000 grant from the Dollar General Literacy  
		  Foundation.
	 •	 National ranking organizations singled out the Master of Education in Special  
		  Education with a concentration in applied behavior analysis, and the MEd in  
		  clinical mental health counseling and school counseling for affordability  
		  and quality. The counseling master’s degrees were ranked fourth in the state by  
		  TopCounselingSchools.org in its list of the 10 Top Value Counseling Master’s  
		  Degrees in Texas. The MEd in school counseling was ranked No. 9 nationally in  
		  the College Values Online 2017 Top 15 Accelerated Online Master’s in School  
		  Counseling Programs. College Values Online also rated the MEd in clinical mental  
		  health counseling 12th on its list of Online Master’s in Counseling: Top 30 Values  
		  2016-2017. The applied behavior analysis master’s degree was recognized  
		  nationally on the 2017 Top 62 Applied Behavior Analysis Programs list by  
		  AppliedBehaviorAnalysisEdu.org.  



Student Life is UHV
Students have plenty of academic obligations, but UHV also offers extracurricular 
activities and programming so that students can have a well-rounded college experience. 
That’s where UHV Athletics and Student Affairs come into play as UHV finds success as a 
comprehensive, regional university. 

During 2016-2017, students took part in numerous activities on and off campus. Students 
learned leadership skills at the third annual ROAR Leadership Conference and found out 
about the new ROAR Certified Leadership program, which encourages students to think 
critically about their leadership skills and how those skills can impact their future careers. 
They also gave back by participating in the third annual Alternative Spring Break trip to 
New Orleans and Baton Rouge, La., and the Jags Join In – Day of Service. The Student 
Government Association completed its work on developing an official UHV class ring, and 
it was unveiled during homecoming events. 

The year also was exciting for Athletics as it celebrated its 10th anniversary. Two UHV 
seniors were recognized as National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics All-Americans 
for their play on the field, while members of the UHV baseball team earned the Hank 
Burbridge NAIA Champions of Character Team Award for their actions off the field. Teams 
and individuals also were recognized for their academic achievements. 

Here are just a few highlights from the year: 

Athletics

	 •	 Ten members of the baseball team were recognized for their display of the NAIA’s  
		  five core values of the Champions of Character program after the student-athletes  
		  saved a family of four from drowning in the Guadalupe River in Victoria’s Riverside  
		  Park. They were awarded the Hank Burbridge NAIA Champions of Character Team  
		  Award at the 2017 Avista-NAIA Baseball World Series.
	 •	 After serving as an assistant coach for a year, Christi Cano was named the new  
		  men’s and women’s head golf coach.
	 •	 Men’s and women’s soccer coach Adrian Rigby also added a new title to his name  
		  when he became UHV’s assistant athletics director.
	 •	 Seniors Aubri Hockenbury and Andrew Gross were named the UHV Female and  
		  Male Athletes of the Year.
	 •	 For the second straight year, the men’s soccer team reached the Red River Athletic  
		  Conference semifinals to end the year at 11-6-1.
	 •	 Hockenbury was named to the NAIA All-American first team in softball, while Gross  
		  was named as an honorable mention All-American in baseball. Gross began the  
		  season as a NAIA Preseason All-American.
	 •	 Senior Savannah Crittenden was selected as the Red River Athletic Conference’s  
		  first female recipient of the inaugural Betty Etier Character Athlete of the Year  
		  award.



	 •	 The women’s soccer team reached the Red River Athletic Conference  
		  Championships for the second straight year. The team came up short in the  
		  quarterfinals and ended the season with a 12-5-1 record. 
	 •	 Soccer player Reece Hannigan was named the Red River Athletic Conference  
		  Defensive Player of the Year for the second straight year, while teammates Espen  
		  Hansen and Taylor Gordon were named to the RRAC first team along with  
		  Hanningan. Gerardo Arriaga was named to the RRAC second team.
	 •	 The women’s soccer team was recognized as a National Soccer Coaches  
		  Association of America academic team after compiling a 3.18 team GPA.
	 •	 Soccer players Marcus Watt and Hanningan were named to the NSCAA Men’s  
		  Scholar All-South Region academic team.
	 •	 Soccer players Valarie Hinojosa and Emily Lupton were named to the RRAC first  
		  team, while Cynthia Rodriguez was named to the all-conference second team.
	 •	 Softball coach Lindsey Ferguson-Ortiz picked up her 100th career coaching victory  
		  in a 1-0 win over No. 20 Central Methodist College.
	 •	 Softball players Hockenbury and Haley Beam earned first-team recognition on the  
		  RRAC all-conference team, while Gabby Davila, Torey Dumont and Michelle Revels  
		  were named to the second team. 
	 •	 Revels was named to the 2017 College Sports Information Directors of America  
		  Academic All-District 4 College Division team.
	 •	 Hockenbury tied the Jaguars’ single-season home run record in softball with 15  
		  home runs on the year.
	 •	 Freshman Kelsey Tidrick and sophomore Torey Dumont tossed back-to-back no- 
		  hitters as the Jaguars swept a softball doubleheader from Texas College.
	 •	 Gross tied the UHV career home run record in baseball as he finished his career  
		  with 38 home runs after hitting a team-leading 16 during the 2017 season.
	 •	 Gross was named the NAIA Baseball Player of the Week for April 23 to 30 and then  
		  was named the RRAC Player of the Year in baseball.
	 •	 The men’s golf team won its third PGA Minority Collegiate Golf Champion in four  
		  years. The Jaguars won the NAIA Division of the 31st annual national tournament.  
		  UHV’s Juan David Coy was the individual champion in the division. The team  
		  finished third overall in all divisions.
	 •	 Four of the six athletic teams earned recognition as NAIA Scholar Teams after  
		  maintaining a GPA of 3.0 or better overall as a team during the academic year.  
		  Softball, both soccer teams and women’s golf earned the recognition. 

Student Affairs 
	 •	 Career Services assisted more than 565 students with job searches and career  
		  coaching through individual sessions. The office hosted 31 career-related programs,  
		  job fairs and workshops.
	 •	 UHV hosted its second annual Family Weekend. Collaborating with Athletics  
		  and the City of Victoria, more than 120 students and their families enjoyed two days  
		  of activities that included a show with a comedian, tailgate, concert, UHV soccer  
		  game and Bootfest in downtown Victoria. 
	 •	 UHV hosted its second annual homecoming week. The week featured a tailgate,  
		  carnival, concerts, alumni banquet, treasure hunt, talent show and comedy show.  
		  The theme was Let the Good Times Roar. 



	 •	 Participation in intramural sports grew with the continuation of the Cross Campus  
		  Challenge: Battle for the Cup. More than 200 students from UHV and Victoria  
		  College competed on flag football, volleyball, basketball and soccer teams. UHV won  
		  the traveling trophy for the second year in a row. 
	 •	 Residence Life started the year at 95 percent occupancy in the university’s  
		  residence halls. This exceeded the previous year’s total by 3 percent. 
	 •	 The Residence Hall Association increased membership by 63 percent from  
		  the previous year, leading to more input from on-campus students and newly  
		  created leadership areas. 
	 •	 Eighty-four percent of UHV students living in housing indicated they were satisfied  
		  with their residential living experience on the 2016-2017 Quality of Residential Life  
		  Survey. This is well above the national average. 
	 •	 Student life activities continued to increase, from 170 events in 2015-2016 to more  
		  than 200 in 2016-2017. This included an increase in multicultural programming by  
		  more than 200 percent compared with the prior year.
	 •	 The Student Government Association unveiled the official UHV class ring. Students  
		  also took part in several new traditions associated with the rings. These included  
		  the UHV Class Ring Ceremony and the Jaguar Dunk. Prior to the ceremony, the  
		  rings were placed in a box decorated by UHV students and put in jaX’s exhibit for 24  
		  hours at the Texas Zoo. jaX is UHV’s live jaguar mascot. 
	 •	 Three student organizations were chartered at the annual Student Organization &  
		  Leadership Banquet. UHV now has 32 officially chartered student organizations  
		  with more forming as interest groups. 
	 •	 The university put on Project Vote to promote student involvement in the  
		  Presidential Election. Events included a mock election, debate-viewing parties, a  
		  voter registration drive, a Ride to Vote program the day of the election and a post- 
		  election panel.
	 •	 The Counseling Center saw a 94 percent increase in student appointments from  
		  2015-2016 to 2016-2017.
	 •	 International students took part in the university’s first International Sash  
		  Ceremony where they received sashes representing their countries of citizenship.  
		  The students then wore the sashes to spring commencement ceremonies.
	 •	 After receiving a three-year grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health  
		  Services Administration, the Counseling Center and Student Life & Services were  
		  able to use the funding to put on more than 40 related programs in 2016-2017.  
	 •	 The third annual ROAR Leadership Conference was held to teach students  
		  leadership skills. About 60 students from UHV, Victoria College and local high  
		  schools listened to and took part in presentations led by UHV faculty and staff,  
		  and community leaders. At the event, UHV launched its new ROAR Certified  
		  Leadership program, which encourages students to think critically about their  
		  leadership skills and how those skills can impact their future careers.
	 •	 Students took part in various civic engagement projects. One was an Alternative  
		  Spring Break trip, where 11 students volunteered in New Orleans and Baton Rouge,  
		  La. Fifty-four UHV students, faculty and staff also participated in Jags Join In –  
		  Day of Service in Victoria, volunteering at Golden Crescent Habitat for Humanity,  
		  Food Bank of the Golden Crescent and Adopt-A-Pet. In addition, a group of 32  
		  students and staff members traveled to Baton Rouge over Labor Day weekend and  
		  did service work to help community members devastated by flooding. 



Community Partnerships are UHV
Community members and businesses have greatly impacted UHV by partnering with the 
university to be successful and create opportunities for students. The community support 
has been outstanding during Fiscal Year 2017. 

UHV received $1.1 million in donations in 2016-2017, a 36 percent increase over the 
previous fiscal year. Gifts came from 931 individuals and organizations, an all-time 
donor record, and included alumni, friends, corporations, foundations, employees and 
students of the university. These donations supported 106 scholarship funds, departments, 
professorships, projects and other university efforts.

Here are some other highlights from the year: 

	 •	 The M.G. and Lillie A. Johnson Foundation gave the university a $300,000 grant to  
		  fund student scholarships during a two-year period. 
	 •	 UHV received a $100,000 grant from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric  
		  Administration to provide research and professional development of science  
		  teachers in secondary schools.
	 •	 The Provost’s Lecture Series brought Jesús Nebot, a filmmaker and entrepreneur,  
		  to campus to present a free lecture about illegal immigration. Nebot also presented  
		  a screening of his film, “No Turning Back,” and a presentation about the 2016  
		  presidential election. The series also invited Michael A. Olivas, the William B.  
		  Bates Distinguished Chair in Law at the UH Law Center, to give a presentation about  
		  the importance of the U.S. Supreme Court case Hernández v. Texas.
	 •	 Don Kivowitz donated the abstract metal sculpture “Unending Cooperation,” created  
		  by George Tobolowzky, and it was placed in UHV University North on the first floor. 
	 •	 UHV students gave $4,148 to the Food Bank of the Golden Crescent. The students  
		  donated meals from their UHV dining plans, and the meals then were converted  
		  into dollars by the university. UHV also donated more than $4,000 worth of food to  
		  the food bank.
	 •	 The UHV/American Book Review Reading Series brought authors, poets and writers  
		  to the Victoria community. The reading series is organized by the American Book  
		  Review literary journal and features nationally recognized writers who come to  
		  campus to read their work and answer questions. 
	 •	 UHV sponsored Free Ticket Night at the Victoria Generals, allowing community  
		  members to attend a baseball game at no cost. Fans also received giveaways and  
		  took part in contests between innings. 
	 •	 The University Press of Victoria, housed at UHV, published “Bluebonnet Youth  
		  Ranch: A History of Caring” by Claud Jacobs and Sonny Long. Jacobs and Long later  
		  held a public reading of the book. Proceeds from the book benefit Bluebonnet and  
		  UHV Athletics. 
	 •	 Billy and Carolyn Whitfield donated $11,000 to purchase a new golf cart for the UHV  
		  campus security team. 
	 •	 The UHV Small Business Development Center and School of Business  
		  Administration hosted a Victoria simulcast of Leadercast, a worldwide leadership  
		  conference. 



	 •	 The UHV STEM lecture series featured a presentation in the fall by Joe Levy, a  
		  geophysics research associate at the University of Texas at Austin, about the  
		  possibility of human missions to Mars. In the spring, the series featured a group of  
		  four speakers – Daniel White, a UHV assistant professor of biology; Dr. Tywaun  
		  Tillman, a cardiologist; Dr. Yusuke Yahagi, a cardiothoracic surgeon; and  
		  Christopher Broadbridge, sales and marketing manager for vascular products at  
		  Fukuda USA – who explored different aspects of cardiovascular health. 
	 •	 A $6,000 grant from Trull Foundation funded the UHV Aquatic Science Summer  
		  Camp, which taught seven middle and high school students about how fertilizer  
		  affects aquatic ecosystems. 
	 •	 The UHV International Programs Office hosted its second annual International  
		  Festival. The festival featured 22 cultural display booths, dances and activities from  
		  15 countries and a flag procession with flags from 26 countries. The Victoria  
		  Northside Rotary Club donated $2,500 to help fund the festival.
	 •	 As part of Black History Month, UHV invited Ed Byerly, a Victoria College history  
		  professor, to give a presentation as part of the A.D. Sheffield Symposium on African  
		  American History. Byerly spoke about the history of Victoria’s Carver Center.
	 •	 The Community of Readers Series continued with events and faculty lectures about  
		  the book “The Martian.”
	 •	 The UHV School of Education, Health Professions & Human Development Fall  
		  Symposium featured a presentation by Richard Watts, a counselor education  
		  professor at Sam Houston State University, about the importance of encouragement  
		  in relationships. The spring symposium was presented by Stuart Carlton, a healthy  
		  coastal ecosystems and social science specialist with the Texas Sea Grant College  
		  program at Texas A&M University at Galveston. Carlton’s presentation focused on  
		  how a person’s values impact his acceptance or rejection of climate change. 
	 •	 The Student Government Association hosted the 14th annual Giving Tree, a  
		  holiday charity drive that provided donations to four organizations: Devereux  
		  Advanced Behavioral Health, Dorothy H. O’Connor Pet Adoption Center, Mid-Coast  
		  Family Services and the Old Landmark Committee of Victoria. 
	 •	 The UHV Downtown Arts Series hosted numerous free events featuring poets,  
		  authors, artists and musicians. The series presents an array of groundbreaking arts  
		  practices to the Victoria community each year and stimulates dialogue about the  
		  arts as a presence in people’s lives. 
	 •	 UHV hosted the 30th annual Martín de León Symposium, focused on the theme  
		  “Mexican American Influence in Politics.”
	 •	 The UHV School of Education, Health Professions & Human Development hosted  
		  the Victoria Crossroads Council of Mathematics Educators Conference in the fall  
		  and spring. Education students, teachers and parents attended to learn about math  
		  and science teaching techniques and concepts.
	 •	 UHV hosted the annual Winter Theory Institute meeting of the Society for Critical  
		  Exchange, a scholarly organization devoted to theory that is based at UHV. 
	 •	 The UHV Small Business Development Center relocated its Victoria offices to the  
		  fourth floor of Victoria Tower to better serve small business owners.
	 •	 “Slipping” by John Toomey, a novel published by Dalkey Archive Press at UHV,  
		  received a starred review from Kirkus Reviews, a national book review magazine. 



	 •	 The VC/UHV Library held its annual Banned Books Week Read-Out to bring  
		  awareness about book censorship. 
	 •	 UHV hosted the Region III conference of the Texas Association of Future Educators,  
		  a statewide organization that offers students the opportunity to explore the  
		  teaching profession. The conference theme was “Teachers Go Beyond the Call of  
		  Duty!”
	 •	 The UHV School of Business Administration Distinguished Speaker Series brought  
		  in three business professionals to speak about different aspects of business. 
	 •	 The three winners of the Black History Month Poster Contest for fifth-graders won  
		  UHV scholarships. The theme for the contest was Black Educators. All of the  
		  winners were honored at a poster contest reception, and participants’ posters were  
		  on display at UHV during February.
	 •	 More than 210 high school students from eight schools took part in the 22nd annual  
		  Mathematics & Robotics Awareness Day at UHV, and the top scorers in math and  
		  computer science tests received a trophy and a Kindle Fire tablet. The event was  
		  made possible by a $20,000 Alcoa Foundation grant. The grant money also funded a  
		  UHV after-school robotics class for high school students, a Summer Robotics Camp  
		  and a Summer Math Camp.

      



Awards & Highlights
Special Recognition Awards

UHV honors an outstanding student each year who has demonstrated leadership on 
campus and in the community. In addition, the university recognizes partners who have 
helped UHV and the community be successful. Those who received the 2016-2017 UHV 
Special Recognition Awards are as follows:

	 •	 Student Leadership Award – Ke’Andre Green
	 •	 Community Partnership Award – Victoria City Council and City Manager
	 •	 People Who Make a Difference Award – Will and Linda Armstrong

Student & Alumni Achievements

The following is a representative collection of UHV student and alumni accomplishments: 

Donna McMullen was awarded a $10,000 scholarship from the Public Company 
Accounting Oversight Board. She also received an Accounting Excellence Award from the 
Accounting Education Foundation of the Texas Society of CPAs. 

Cassidy Marek (2016), Charlene Murphree (2016) and Kelsey Brown-Woods (2016) 
submitted research papers that were recognized by the National Social Science 
Association conference in Las Vegas. Marek received first place in the undergraduate 
category. Murphree won first place in the graduate category for her paper, and Brown-
Woods was a runner up in the graduate category. 

Sarah Holland earned an internship and then a full-time position working as a peer 
specialist at the Crossroads Area Veterans Center in Victoria, where she worked with 
female veterans and veterans’ families. 

James Greene was awarded $1,000, and Stephanie Cano received $500 for designing a new 
logo for Zarsky Lumber Co. in Victoria. 

Troi Taylor (2013), president of Taylor Construction Management, delivered the keynote 
address during UHV’s two 2017 spring commencement ceremonies. 

Makayla Hargrove was recognized by Townsquare Media and McAdams Floral during 
Administrative Professionals Day for her outstanding work as an office assistant for UHV 
Student Life & Services. 

Gary Moses (1974) was given the 2017 Distinguished Alumnus Award, and Adrian Cannady 
(2001, 2008) was named the Young Alumnus of the Year during the UHV Alumni Banquet. 



Sophia Jorski continued to operate Summertime Cakery, a baking business she runs out of 
her home three months of each year. 

Oscar Voigt, Forrest Harris, Caroline Maranga and Chung Wong were ranked second in 
the return on average equity category during the 12th and final week of the international 
Business Strategy Game competition. 

Chad Hall (2004) was named to the Winner’s Circle and ranked 12th in the Top Corporate 
Leader Award for leaders older than age 35 during the Leadership Excellence and 
Development 2017 conference in Nashville, Tenn.

Kyle Davison-Gordon and Blue McCreary were named UHV Homecoming king and queen. 

Anand Trivedi (2016), Elizabeth Mesa and Timothy Smith Jr. were awarded $1,000 
scholarships by the Harold & Muriel Berkman Charitable Foundation. All three are U.S. 
military combat veterans pursuing business careers. 

Muhammad Bilal, a student at Lahore University of Management Services in Lahore, 
Pakistan, was the first student to come to UHV for a semester as part of the U.S. 
Department of State’s Global Undergraduate Exchange Program in Pakistan.

Faculty & Staff Achievements

The following is a representative collection of UHV faculty and staff accomplishments: 

Barba Patton presented two papers and won an award for best workshop for her 
presentation “Mx: M=Mastering Math; X=Models, Mice, Monkeys, Moose …” during the 
Canadian International Conference on Education. 

Paul Ebner and George Rodriguez were recognized by the NAIA Sports Information 
Directors Association at the annual CoSIDA convention. They received first and third place 
in the Walter Alexander single-sports schedule card contest, tied for seventh in the single-
sport posters contest and placed eighth in the multisports posters contest.

Mark Ward Sr. presented papers at two National Communication Association conventions 
in Dallas and Philadelphia. He also was a panelist at the Philadelphia convention. 

Paula Edging, who has worked at UHV since 2011, was named the UHV 2016 Employee of 
the Year.

Jennifer Ortiz-Garza received the UHV Enron Teaching Excellence Award. 

Kaveh Moghaddam was given the UHV Research and Scholarly Activity Excellence Award. 

Amy Barnhill earned the UHV Distinguished Faculty Service Award. 



Trudy Wortham, Jeffrey Cass and Gary Hatter were part of a team that won first place for 
the second consecutive year in a Bowl-A-Thon hosted by Victoria Lions Club chapters. The 
event raised money to benefit the Lions Eye Bank of Texas. 

Jeffrey Di Leo delivered three lectures about new and emerging trends in humanities 
research at Capital University of Economics and Business in Beijing, China. He also 
edited the book “Dead Theory: Derrida, Death, and the Afterlife of Theory” published by 
Bloomsbury Academic in London. 

Marketing & Communications staff members worked on projects that earned the 
university four ADDY awards for advertising excellence from the American Advertising 
Federation-Corpus Christi chapter and an ADDY award in the district contest. Christopher 
Perez and Akalina Sanchez won a Gold ADDY for a UHV/American Book Review Reading 
Series poster campaign. George Rodriguez received a Gold ADDY in publication cover 
design for the UHV 2016 Baseball Game Day Program. Shane Blucher won a Bronze ADDY 
in the integrated branded content campaign category for his I Love UHV campaign 
promoting Giving Tuesday. Sanchez also was awarded a Bronze ADDY for a poster created 
for the 30th annual Martín de León Symposium. The UHV/ABR Reading Series poster 
campaign went on to win a Bronze ADDY in the district American Advertising Federation 
contest.

Liping Wei, Wayne Smith, Jennifer Boswell and Amber Gates received awards for 
their outstanding work in the UHV School of Education, Health Professions & Human 
Development. 

Marketing & Communications staff members Paula Cobler, Shane Blucher, Jeremy 
Shapiro, Chris Perez, George Rodriguez, Akalina Sanchez, Lonnie Holcombe, Lauren 
Emerson and Della Rampley earned a MarCom Gold Award recognizing outstanding 
creative achievement for the 2014-2015 President’s Annual Report & Excellence Awards 
website and collateral pieces. Sanchez also won a gold award for her design of the UHV 
University North naming pocket folder. 

Don Smith delivered the keynote address during UHV’s fall commencement ceremony. 
During the past three decades, Smith served as the university’s dean for academic affairs, 
provost and vice president for academic affairs, and interim president four times. 

Rupak Rauniar, Barjinder Singh and Rachana Kalelkar received teaching or research 
awards from Bloomberg Businessweek. 

Liping Wei and Gen Kaneko were awarded $10,000 summer junior faculty research grants 
from UHV. 

Joe Ferguson fully endowed the Doris W. Ferguson Endowed Scholarship at UHV to honor 
his mother, who was an educator. 

Joseph Locke released his book, “Making the Bible Belt: Texas Prohibitionists and the 
Politicization of Southern Religion,” published by Oxford University Press. 



The Numbers
UHV’s operating revenue in Fiscal Year 2017 was estimated at $64.3 million, and UHV 
spent 79 percent, or $50.9 million, of that total on providing student access and success. 
Financial assistance awarded to students totaled $37.4 million, an increase of nearly 
10 percent from Fiscal Year 2013. UHV’s unofficial enrollment was 4,353 in fall 2017, a 5 
percent increase from the previous fall. Since its beginning in 1973, UHV has conferred 
19,479 bachelor’s and master’s degrees with 1,297 students earning more than one degree 
from the university. Below are some key financial and enrollment figures for UHV:

 		   



FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

	 Type of Assistance	 FY 2013              	 FY 2017
	 Scholarships	 $ 1,390,188            	 $ 2,686,840
	 Grants                                                  	$ 7,767,546            	 $ 10,317,261
	 Loans                                      	 $ 21,441,367         	 $ 20,822,724
	 Short-Term Loans                   	 $ 3,264,242            	 $ 3,343,989               	
	 Work Study                               	 $ 141,279              	 $ 200,562
	 Total Financial Aid                    	 $ 34,004,622    	 $ 37,371,376                         	

UHV STUDENT ENROLLMENT

	 Fall 	 2017
	 Undergraduate	 3,273
	 Graduate	 1,080
	 Total	 4,353*

*Unofficial count
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Mr. and Mrs. Ashley W. Walyuchow
Ms. Tylar Kristian Walyuchow 
Dr. Yun Wan
Dr. Jifu Wang
Mr. Joseph W. Ward 
Warrior Supply Inc.
Ms. Julie Watson 
Mr. Songchai Wattanavijitkul
Ms. Elena Tyng Watts
Ms. Gloria R. Wearden 
Weaver & Jacobs Constructors Inc.
Mr. Ronnie J. Webb
Ms. Crystal Celeste Webster 
Ms. Sara Weinstein 
Ms. Carrie Grace Weitinger 
The Honorable and Mrs. Roger F.  
	 Welder 
Mrs. Virginia Welder 
Ms. Lindsey Renee Wellman 

T

U

V

W



Ms. Janet L. Wendt 
Mrs. Deborah Westbrook 
Ms. Jesica McCue and Mr. Michael  
	 S. Weston 
Mr. and Mrs. Winston Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Don and Allison  
	 Whitaker
Mrs. Carolyn Whitfield 
Mr. Michael R. Wilkinson  
Ms. Andrea Martin Williams 
Ms. Ashley Williams 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Williams 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith D. Williams 
Ms. Lashon B. Williams 
Ms. Lisa Ann Williams 
Ms. Tammy Middle Williams 
Mrs. Lori Dell Williamson 
Ms. Jessica Ellen Wilson 
Ms. Karis Wilson 
Mr. Wendall W. Wilson 
Ms. Doris J. Windsand-Dausman 
Ms. Jemila Winsey 
Wood Family Memorial Trust 
Ms. Lacy Lynn Woods 
Mr. Matthew A. Wooten 
Ms. Cheryl H. Worley 
Mrs. Trudy C. Wortham 
Ms. Dana Lee Wright 
Chairman Bingxin Wu
Mr. William I. Wyatt Jr.

 
 
Mr. Roman Romanovich Yakhin 
Ms. Jennifer L. Yancey 
Ms. Jun Yang 
Dr. Ziyun Yang 
Ms. Ashley Yaws 
Mrs. Cheryl B. Yeager 
Mr. Marco Ynclan
Ms. Celina Yoast  
Dr. Andria Teresa Young 
Ms. Lindsey E. Young 

 
Mr. Yalcin Zabun 
Mr. Mark E. Zafereo 
Ms. Cecily Danielle Zamarripa
Ms. Desiree D. Zepeda
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Leadership and Credits
Strong leadership and guidance are the foundation for the successes UHV continues to 
experience. The university appreciates the ongoing contributions and support from the 
leaders and advisers who nurtured UHV’s successful year. 

UHS Chancellor 
Renu Khator

UHS Board of Regents
Tilman J. Fertitta, Chairman
Welcome W. Wilson Jr., Vice Chair
Spencer D. Armour III, Secretary
Durga D. Agrawal
Beth Madison
Gerald W. McElvy
Paula M. Mendoza
Peter K. Taaffe
Roger F. Welder
Neelesh “Neel” Mutyala, Student Regent

UHV President’s Cabinet
R. Vic Morgan, President
David Cockrum, Interim Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Wayne B. Beran, Vice President for Administration & Finance
Jay Lambert, Vice President for Student Affairs
Jesse D. Pisors, Vice President for Advancement & External Relations
Denee Thomas, Assistant Vice President for Enrollment Management
Ronald Salazar, Associate Provost for Katy Operations
Beverly Tomek, Associate Provost for University College
Jeffrey R. Di Leo, Dean of the School of Arts & Sciences
James Jordan-Wagner, Interim Dean of the School of Business Administration
Fred Litton, Dean of the School of Education, Health Professions & Human Development
Joe F. Dahlstrom, Senior Director of Libraries
Randy Faulk, Senior Director of Technology Services
Joe S. Ferguson, Executive Director, UHS IT Shared Services
Ashley Walyuchow, Director of Athletics 
Laura Smith, Director of Human Resources/Deputy EO/Title IX 
Paula Cobler, Director of Marketing & Communications
Joseph Ben-Ur, President of Faculty Senate
Camilla Sutton, Chair of Staff Council
Alvaro De la Cruz, President of Student Government Association 



University of Houston-Victoria President’s Regional Advisory Board
John J. Shutt, Chair
Sally Aman, Vice Chair
Charlotte Baker
Bret Baldwin
Debra Baros
Arturo E. Calvo
Daniel Cano
Lola Castro
Lee Crews
Beatriz Espinoza
David Hinds
Zachary Hodges
Robert Jaklich
Thomas Lane Keller
Lance LaCour
Margery Engel Loeb
Betty McCrohan
Gene Moreno
Morgan Dunn O’Connor
Omar Rachid
Michael Rivet
Terry Robinson
Amy G. Schwartz
Jack Swanson
Kay Kerr Walker
Roger Welder
Debra Ann Williams
Keith Williams

Publication Credits
Director
   Paula Cobler, Director of Marketing & Communications
Design and Video
   Shane Blucher, Creative Services Manager
   Chris Perez, Graphic Designer
   George Rodriguez, Graphic Designer
   Mik Samaniego-Lira, Graphic Designer
   Bright Idea Media, Video Production
Website
   Marci Wallace, Web Services Manager
   Eric Chacon, Web Projects Manager
   Warren Diprose, Web Developer
   Felicity Medrano, Web Designer
Writing
   Lauren Emerson, Communications Specialist
   Enyi Rosa Gomez, Student Worker



Contact Us
UHV Switchboard
(361) 570-4848
(877) 970-4848

UHV Katy
(281) 396-3700

University Advancement
(361) 570-4812
(877) 970-4848, ext. 4812

Office of the President
(361) 570-4332
(877) 970-4848, ext. 4332

Athletics
(361) 485-4423
(877) 970-4848, ext. 4423

School of Arts & Sciences
(361) 570-4201
(877) 970-4848, ext. 4201

School of Business
Administration
(361) 570-4231
(877) 970-4848, ext.4231

School of Education, 
Health Professions &
Human Development
(361) 570-4371
(877) 970-4848, ext. 4371


